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ABSTRACT 
 

Introduction: Positive psychological factors such as hope, religiosity, and 
social support may help alleviate death anxiety in patients. The purpose of 
this study was to evaluate the hope-mediated relationships among religious 
orientation, social connectedness, life satisfaction, and death anxiety in 
patients with cancer.  
Methods and Materials: A cross-sectional study evaluated 420 patients with 
cancer. Surveys assessed hope, death anxiety, religious orientation, social 
connectedness, and life satisfaction via previously validated surveys. 
Statistical analyses included descriptive, confirmatory factor analysis of the 
measurements and tests of a mediation model. All indirect relationships were 
assessed using the bias-corrected bootstrapping technique.  
Results: Participants mean age was 51.97 years (SD = 20.03). Hope was 
included in the measurement model as a unitary second-order construct 
combining two strongly related scales. Direct effects showed significant 
positive relationships between hope and social connectedness (B = 0.309; p = 
0.001), life satisfaction (B = 0.451; p = 001), and religious orientation (B = 
0.401; p = 0.001). There was a significant negative relationship between hope 
and death anxiety (B = -0.200; p = 0.05). Results support the role of hope in 
mediating relationships between social connectedness (B = -0.080; p = 0.05), 
life satisfaction (B = -0.090; p = 0.05), religious orientation (B = -0.062; p = 
0.05), and death anxiety.  
Conclusion and Satisfaction: Hope plays a significant mediating role in the 
relationship between social connectedness, religious orientation, life 
satisfaction, and death anxiety. Promoting hope may be a strategy for 
managing death anxiety for patients facing cancer.  

Keywords: Anxiety, Hope, Neoplasms, Orientation 

 [
 D

ow
nl

oa
de

d 
fr

om
 ib

j.p
as

te
ur

.a
c.

ir
 o

n 
20

25
-0

1-
16

 ]
 

Powered by TCPDF (www.tcpdf.org)

                               1 / 1

http://ibj.pasteur.ac.ir/article-1-4763-en.html
http://www.tcpdf.org

